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0312427182 [Jy2 52~ The Poetry of DominanceViolence is a necessary if regrettable condition of

civilisation. Such violence appears overtly from time to time but it exists continuously in subtle forms
of coercion that sustain relationships of domination and exploitation which are what constitute
civilisation. I accepted that story even after my father punched me in the face (while we were
boxing) and my head hit a similar corner in what was then our house; it took seven stiches to close
the cut. I accepted that story even after my father fucked up my back by pulling a dangerous
wrestling move on me (he was a high school wrestling champ in Upstate NY) when I made the
mistake of putting him in a playful full nelson. I accepted that story when he knocked me into our
shoe closet with a punch that permanently scarred my mouth; it took 6 internal stiches and fourteen
external stitches to repair the damage. He really does believe (and shouldn't you? and don't you?)
that it is the objective violence underlying and enabling the smooth functioning of a peaceful
neoliberalism that needs to be destroyed. But what about those of us who for decades have fought
neoliberalism and then once more found ourselves taken hostage and voting happily for the slime? I
first started reading Zizek after having that experience being blackmailed (again) into voting for
Obama. 0312427182 Here is a slightly patronizing way of summarizing the methodology of
Slovenian philosopher Slavoj Zizek; address a relevant social issue (such as violence) and certain
ideological perspectives that have been applied to it cut and paste seemingly disparate examples of
high and low culture arbitrarily throughout the text draw reaching connections between the two and
hopefully attempt to arrive at an intelligible conclusion or thesis. It starts out with the relatively
lucid premise or distinction of three types of violence; subjective (clearly identifiable direct)
symbolic (language or forms of) and systemic (objective; political and economic). Approaching
surface-level logical assessments of violence with paradoxical and ironic reasoning Zizek rambles on
about subjects such as the Paris riots of 2005 Bill Gates and subversive entrepreneurship torture
religious fundamentalism atheism and Benjamin's concept of Divine Violence. One second he is
criticizing Sam Harris and his controversial but rational opinions on political torture then he
suddenly makes the transition into the Judeo-Christian-Freudian (ugh) weight of the concept of the
Lacanian notion of the Neighbor and the significance of the physical distance and proximity of this
Neighbor (the Other being tortured) to the level of ease with which one is able to torture. He writes
on many topics including the Iraq War fundamentalism capitalism tolerance political correctness
globalization subjectivity human rights Lenin myth cyberspace postmodernism multiculturalism post
marxism David Lynch and Alfred Hitchcock. Drawing from his unique cultural vision Zizek brings
new light to the Paris riots of 2005; he questions the permissiveness of violence in philanthropy; in
daring terms he reflects on the powerful image and determination of contemporary terrorists.
Violence Zizek states takes three forms--subjective (crime terror) objective (racism hate-speech
discrimination) and systemic (the catastrophic effects of economic and political systems)--and often
one form of violence blunts our ability to see the others raising complicated questions. Does the



advent of capitalism and indeed civilization cause more violence than it prevents? Is there violence
in the simple idea of the neighbour? And could the appropriate form of action against violence today
simply be to contemplate to think? Beginning with these and other equally contemplative questions
Zizek discusses the inherent violence of globalization capitalism fundamentalism and language in a
work that will confirm his standing as one of our most erudite and incendiary modern thinkers.
Violence: Six Sideways Reflections! don't want to assert that 'the rock star of cultural theory' is full
of shit but y'’know Slavoj Zizek seems to me to be kind of full of shit. Me: Hey Mr Zizek! What did you
think of the last season of Lost?Zizek: Well in the context of a Hegelian dialectic this work must be
considered ultimately a usurpation/derivation of Freud's pathetic death drive mythos if you get me. I
mean [ don't really read philosophy so what the fuck do I know right? I read this in the back seat of a
car on a two-day trip from Oakland to Camp Trans Michigan and then on the two-day trip back with
an adorable little dog bouncing around the car and a bunch of Atmosphere on Micah's iPod. But I
mostly tuned the other stuff out because what's the point of reading a dense book of cultural theory
if you can't really take it in right? (Well except for the joke where the dog is sleeping and you
pretend that passages from said cultural theory are a bedtime story and you read them out loud to
her. But for every really good moment like that there's at least one moment where he goes 'hey guys
masturbation is stupid' or talks kind of aimlessly and pointlessly (and briefly) about the plasticity of
gender in the context of sex-change operations (nice terminology rock star) and you think that
maybe he's saying transsexuality is stupid (since he thinks everything else is stupid [except
annoyingly atheism; since the explosion of angry books espousing atheism in the last couple years I
am very over having people shove atheism down my throat] so probably) so you get pissed at him for
just touching on it instead of really saying anything about it. These institutions dominate not only the
individuals whom they employ but the governments which depend upon corporate employees health
and well-being to fund their democratic elections and to fulfil their political promises of prosperity
and security. Avarice is not greed in the sense of desiring the acquisition of an excess of certain
things - food shelter warmth physical care - but the accumulation of nothing in particular merely
more of whatever it is that others have. But despite his erudition and numerous literary sociological
and philosophical insights I think he still doesn’t understand today’s world for what it is: namely
governed everywhere by corporate interests which are impervious to any equivalent countervailing
power including poetry. It is their alienation from the corporate world not from capitalism that is
most apparent from both their geographic locations and their gripes about being effectively ejected
from their secure corporate existence. Postscript: My wife has reminded me that in fact poetry may
indeed be just the thing needed and quoted this from memory:I Am the Only Being Whose Doomby
EMILY BRONTEI am the only being whose doomNo tongue would ask no eye would mourn;I never
caused a thought of gloomA smile of joy since I was born. I was running down the hallway in our
apartment I was wearing socks rib shots (which have led to arthritis where my ribs join my sternum)
spankings with paddles (with holes drilled in them to lower the resistance and increase the speed of
the blow) humiliations and slaps. He'd grab our hands take a little run and swing his legs out and we
(me and any other adult I happened to be with) would swing him and set him down as many times as
he liked. Why had I gone to stay with my grandparents for a little while after the damage was done?
Where was my Dad when it happened? What if it wasn't me who was to blame at all? Did I really do
it when my Dad was at work?I wanted to know; I still want to know but I never will. Even if she
didn't cover up a fractured skull even if I really did slip into the corner of the wall even if a wispy
four year old's weight and inertia was somehow enough to literally crack his skull even if my father
had no hand in that long ago wound she did know about many of the others. -- which is fine but and I
for one would have liked this book better had he focused his mind blowing brain on the everyday
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sall: A few of us who enjoy the comforts of civilisation are uncomfortable with that reality: It is the
threat of violence which keeps us secure.

Names the ultimate source of systemic violence as Capitalism: And indeed there is good reason to
associate the economic inequalities and environmental destruction around the world with what is
blithely called global capitalism: But this structure of violent control is as unlike what Marx thought
of as Capitalism as what Stalin thought of as Democracy. Marxist theory was obsolete almost as soon
as it was formulated. Marx knew about the factory and the factory owner not the corporation and
corporate members: Using Marxist theory today to formulate a theory of systemic violence is futile,
The world as it exists is neither capitalist in the sense that Marx used the term.

And I smacked my head against the protruding corner of the wall; my skull cracked, I accepted that
story even after my father punched me so hard that he knocked me out of the cast I had on my
broken hand, I accepted the story after repeated gut shots.

But a lot of it is ; in it's shortened form, The little thing about subjective vs objective violence? Makes
it pretty clear why the Z=Man said he'd vote for Trump: So meanwhile he would seemingly have
taken it upon himself to commit the subjective violence of voting for Trump, As is becoming
increasingly clear ; the only changes Rump is bringing is making sure it all stays the same only more
so, This became apparent during my reading of Violence part of Picador's BIG IDEA'S/small books
series and what is more or less Zizek's most accessible work to date, After the groundwork is laid
out for this commentary on violence Zizek then starts in on his typical fugue-like series of a variety
of subchapters. In each of these he'll be bringing up a good deal of Lacan Hegel and Marx, I'm not
even going to attempt to paraphrase the respective chapters of Violence and I'll take the deserved
criticism for my own lazy criticism here, However I must say that I do this out of a dismissive



attitude toward Zizek's writing style. He is like a kid in the candy store of cultural theory; too excited
by the endless possibility of example and analogy at hand to really make a focused point, Granted he
is still following Harris (sort of) but his point here is so utterly bloated and the ones that follow are
even more digressive and trivial. The man basically needs to stick to public lectures and debates and
even those can be interminable, Maybe I'm not even making the greatest point about what is wrong
with his writing but at around page 170 I was about to throw this book against the wall. He's good
for an occasional cultural-studies-type joke but as I've said before the man is a completely shallow
thinker: 0312427182 Slavoj ZiZek is a Slovene sociologist philosopher and cultural critic: He was
born in Ljubljana Slovenia (then part of SFR Yugoslavia), He received a Doctor of Arts in Philosophy
from the University of Ljubljana and studied psychoanalysis at the University of Paris VIII with
Jacques Alain Miller and Francois Regnault: In 1990 he was a candidate with the party Liberal
Democracy of Slovenia for Presidency of the Republic of Slovenia (an auxiliary institution abolished
in 1992). Since 2005 ZiZek has been a member of the Slovenian Academy of Sciences and Arts: Zizek
is well known for his use of the works of 20th century French psychoanalyst Jacques Lacan in a new
reading of popular culture, He writes on many topics including the Iraq War f Slavoj ZiZek is a
Slovene sociologist philosopher and cultural critic. He was born in Ljubljana Slovenia (then part of
SFR Yugoslavia): He received a Doctor of Arts in Philosophy from the University of Ljubljana and
studied psychoanalysis at the University of Paris VIII with Jacques Alain Miller and Francois
Regnault. In 1990 he was a candidate with the party Liberal Democracy of Slovenia for Presidency of
the Republic of Slovenia (an auxiliary institution abolished in 1992): Since 2005 Zizek has been a
member of the Slovenian Academy of Sciences and Arts: ZiZek is well known for his use of the works
of 20th century French psychoanalyst Jacques Lacan in a new reading of popular culture. In an
interview with the Spanish newspaper El Pais he jokingly described himself as an orthodox Lacanian
Stalinist: In an interview with Amy Goodman on Democracy Now! he described himself as a Marxist
and a Communist: {site link} Philosopher cultural critic and agent provocateur Slavoj Zizek
constructs a fascinating new framework to look at the forces of violence in our world, Using history
philosophy books movies Lacanian psychiatry and jokes Slavoj Zizek examines the ways we perceive
and misperceive violence, By which I mean it's opposed to Nietzsche's ironic reading of the story of
Job but only in letter; not so much in spirit. Me: Are you saying that you think that TV show is
stupid?Zizek: Well yes but I am saying it a lot more complicatedly: ) Mostly I followed it and mostly
what Zizek was doing was going 'here is the complicated place where this phenomenon is situated
and here is why it is stupid: There were a couple highlights like when he asserted that the
commonality in human culture is mostly the struggle against human culture instead of any kind of
altruism or anything: [ was engaged and I get why folks are so stoked about him and yes: heck of
erudite. But ultimately y'know at least when we are not the recipient of the threat. It is this that
constitutes “the invisible background of systemic violence” which is the subject of Zizek’s analysis. It
is an awkward subject precisely because it is invisible to most of us. We can only see it askance as it
were out of the corner of the eye: This kind of violence he calls “the dark matter” of society (I should
have preferred ‘dark energy’), But we must infer its properties because it can’t be observed directly,
We are therefore forced into a poetical mode of discourse: “poetry is always by definition ‘about’
something that cannot be addressed directly only alluded to: “Liberal sympathies says Zizek are with
those subjected to overt visible violence never with those oppressed by the invisible violence which
assures the comforts of liberality. Yet it is the invisible violence that most often generates the visible.
The invisible is systemic violence and by definition it is directed toward those who are perceived
merely as potential not actual threats, Social conservatives at least recognise the reality of the use of
violence against specific parts of a polity. As I write London as well as other cities around the world
are experiencing the protests organised by the so-called Extinction Rebellion. This seems to be a
coalition of the somewhat young and the somewhat old to exert pressure for the political awareness
of climate change, Yesterday after a week of disruption several protestors were beaten when they
interrupted train services in London Docklands: Liberal commentators have been outraged that
‘honest’ protest has met with such a violent response, But the Extinction Rebellion actions have



accomplished something important, They have made visible first the objective systemic violence that
they themselves have created (there is no doubt that closing down London Transport is a violent
act). And second several of their members have suffered the subjective violence perpetrated by the
responding systemic violence of a London mob: Whether the protestors will also be prosecuted with
the implicit systemic violence of the state is not yet determined, ZiZek I think would appreciate the
concrete example of his theory in all its intricacies: Zizek being ZiZek that is to say a Marxist of the
old school nor freely competitive in the sense that liberal economists use to defend ‘efficient’
economic arrangements: That is it is ruled by very large institutions whose primary function is to
internalise competitive economics and make them personal under rules dictated by the corporation:
It is the corporate world not the political or judicial world which has systemic power and controls
systemic violence: It maintains this power in a way never contemplated by Marx nor by liberal
economic theorists by enrolling individuals into the safety and security of the corporate structure.
Having a place in the independent corporate hierarchy insulates its members from personal attack
at least regarding the consequences of their professional or economic actions, As a society we
enthusiastically want this kind of security even if it implies far less security in society in all its other
aspects, To summarise the situation: the dominant modern institution of the corporation has
popularised avarice. Capital is now corporate capital which is not owned by anyone. What others do
have is position reputation status and reward within the corporation. This is what really counts as
the key to all other parts of life particularly to the physical legal and other social aspects of security
one might naturally desire, All modern life is corporate life; the corporation we implicitly presume
will protect us as the rest of the world goes to hell in a basket. He knows that old fashioned
communism is a dead letter in the archives of history: Among other things communism involves at
least as much systemic violence as capitalism, Chesterton’s The Man Who Was Thursday in which
the highest police authority is the same person as the super-criminal staging a battle with himself: ”
We bring systemic violence on ourselves and simultaneously distract ourselves with concerns for the
victims of that same violence: But the cause is not the inherent conflict of those who possess capital
and those who do not, It is between those who have corporate protection and those who do not,
*7izek’s implicit message is that we need to read more especially more poetry and more critically,
*This seems to me a rather good theory for explaining the rise of Trumpism. Trumpists would be
horrified to find themselves associated with Marx: In secret pleasure secret tearsThis changeful life
has slipped awayAs friendless after eighteen yearsAs lone as on my natal day, There have been times
I cannot hideThere have been times when this was drearWhen my sad soul forgot its prideAnd
longed for one to love me here. But those were in the early glowOf feelings since subdued by
care;And they have died so long agol hardly now believe they were, First melted off the hope of
youthThen fancy’s rainbow fast withdrew;And then experience told me truthIn mortal bosoms never
grew, 'Twas grief enough to think mankindAll hollow servile insincere;But worse to trust to my own
mindAnd find the same corruption there: Post-postscript: For more On the literary theory of the
corporate world see https://www: Post-post-postscript: there are a number of fictional accounts of
corporate violence; but one of the most moving is this: https://www: He raises them then raises some
more and asks us to raise questions for every answer we get: That is his genius and that's what
makes him worth while: The interrogatives -- Who? What? Where? When? Why? and How? -- are his
and our most powerful tools and he challenges us to use them. When I was a 4 year old boy I wore a
helmet for a year because I fractured my skull. And then a few years ago my mother and I were
coming out of a Mexican restaurant with my twins: Milo$ grabbed our hands started his swing and
when he reached the apex my Mom's grip gave way. I couldn't hold on and there he went about six
feet in the air: His body flipped he turned face first and his head hit the sidewalk at speed with a
sickening thud. And we spent a stressful afternoon in the hospital while they observed him and ran
tests and interrogated me as a possible abuser. He had a minor concussion a big scrape where he hit
the pavement and a goose egg, One of the most horrifying head injuries I had ever been witness to
and it was almost nothing. Had I broken it? Or was that just the story I was told? How many times
had I heard the comment Brad's got a head like a rock. Nothing hurts that kid? And it seemed to be



true but for that one time: My Mom died before I worked up the courage to ask her, I wasn't worried
about offending her but I don't know if I could have handled the potential lie. My Dad is still alive so
I could confront him but he can't be trusted to tell the truth about anything that has to do with me:
My grandparents are all dead so I don't know the answer and I will always only suspect. You can see
now why I am fascinated by violence and why ZiZek's work would call to me: And why the final
sentence of Violence Six Sideways Reflections would have a powerful personal impact:Sometimes
doing nothing is the most violent thing to do, Which is the act I place squarely in the hands of my
mother: I do not exonerate my father and his subjective violence in any way but my mother's
embrace of systemic violence shouldn't be ignored either, She knew and she had options (unlike so
many women) and she had potential support systems and escape routes (unlike too many women)
and she did nothing: And I am fairly sure that even when [ was four and had to wear a helmet .
Luckily though she and I resolved the issue of her tacit guilt for the acts of violence she knew about
before she died: We had a falling out then we had a coming together and we were able to become
very close -- closer than we'd ever been, We just never got to what I suspect was the biggest lie of
all: that she had covered up the earliest and most dangerous piece of abuse in my life: Quick thought
it is ZiZek tries to dig into the whys and hows and wherefores of systemic violence, He takes his
thought and ours beyond the subjective acts we see and ponders what lies beneath it all, He
demystifies our mystification and asks us dispel our own illusions as much as we can, He spends an
awfully long time talking about the big moments of violence -- the Holocaust the Collectivisation 9-11
etc. That's my own selfishness talking however and the book is important regardless of Zizek's focus:
Next time though I will only come back after I've brushed up on my Lacan and Kant and Hegel and
Heidegger and Freud, 0312427182 zizek thinks the village was a good movie 0312427182
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PrS e gl oyl glals 4 oa denyi s & Gisa (ilal La. Many in Extinction Rebellion appear to
agree with him.I always accepted that story. And I'll be honest with you. Really up front.
Accelerationist? Sure possibly. What can I say? Zizek knows how it feels. But. Soundtrak ::Two
Minutes to Midnighthttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9gbRH.Where the Slime
Livehttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F0cn5.Imaginary Music
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sI r7.Time's Endhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qWKHs.A
Lesson in Violencehttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ypbS.Nazi Trump Fuck
Offhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=>58aS].' So whatever. Y'’know? (Nice sentence structure there
Imogen. Way to mock the professionals.)Anyway whatever. It must be present for society to exist at
all. Whatever might disrupt liberal security must be prevented. Liberals fail to connect the dots. The
world is corporate.Hence ZiZek is often blowing stale hot air. He also knows that we are in the
position of “G. K. I can’t deny that this is probably a good idea.goodreads.com/review/show.And on
the institution of the corporation itself see
https://www.goodreads.com/review/show.goodreads.com/review/show. 0312427182 One doesn't go
to Slavoj Zizek for answers. One goes to him for questions. That's the story I grew up with. I



fractured my skull. Milos loved to swing between us back then. That day my Mom's hands were wet.
Milo$ went flying.It freaked me out. Freaked him out too of course. Milo$ has never wanted to swing
again. But he was fine. But that was it. It got me thinking about my fractured skull. And suspect I do.
even then when escape and safety was at its easiest . I am fairly sure she did nothing. etc. I will be
coming back to this book again. Stop name dropping Slavoj you beautiful sonuvabitch



